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into effect by Canning's Government. Having been a member
of the several commissions which sat upon military finance, civil
finance, police organization, and indigo planting, and having also
been employed on the staff of the Financial member of the
Governor-General's Council, I am able to write from personal
knowledge.

In most affairs of that time, considerations of finance were
uppermost; the finances during the ktter years of Canning's
Government were supervised by two English financiers, first
James Wilson, then Samuel Laing; and the financial policy
pursued by both these statesmen will be mentioned in future
chapters. But it is well here to state briefly the part which
Canning took respecting this main branch of the public service.
Besides allowing an augmentation of the stamp-duties, which
was judicious, he assented to the' doubling of the most
important among the customs duties, in the hope that there
would be a corresponding increase of revenue, and this
part of his financial policy is not altogether to be com-
mended. He supported Wilson in the production of a budget
which comprised proposals for an income-tax, a tobacco-tax,
and a system of licences on trades and professions. He was
most unwilling to impose new taxes which he deemed likely
to provoke a dangerous discontent; still he accepted Wilson's
proposals in the belief of their absolute necessity. After the
publication of the budget there ensued at first an apparent
approbation, but afterwards a gradually swelling murmur,
which confirmed Canning's fears regarding the probability of
popular discontent. He resolved, however, to uphold the
income-tax because it fell upon classes which flourished espe-
cially under British rule and had previously escaped taxation.
But he asked Wilson to forego pressing the tobacco-tax and the
licence-duties, and the proposals for these imposts were ac-
cordingly stayed. It was then that he uttered his well-known
dictum that, danger for danger, he would rather see even the
European forces reduced than unpopular taxes imposed on the
people at large.

Apart from his high qualities in dealing with affairs of the